
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         CǊƻƳ DǊŜŜƴ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ¢ƻƎǿƻǘŜŜ tŀǎǎΣ 

        ŦǊƻƳ {ƛƴƪǎ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ǘƻ ²ƛƴŘ wƛǾŜǊ /ŀƴȅƻƴΣ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

         CǊŜƳƻƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ²ŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ tŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ  

         ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ 

2015 End of Year Report 

Inside 
Page 2 

ɨʄɿɴʁʅɸʂɾʁÜʂ ɥɰɶɴ 

Page 3 

County Maps & Tracks 

Page 4 

Roads & Highways 

Page 5 

Irrigation Districts 

Page 6 

Biological Controls 

Page 7 

Reservation Work 

Page 8 

Oxeye Daisy: Forest Invader 

Page 9 

Designated & Declared Species 

Page 10-11 

Weed Management Areas 

Pages 12-13 

Early Detection Rapid Response 

Pages 14-15 

Agency Contracts 

Page 16 

Weed-Free Forage www.fcwp.com 
Fremont County Weed and Pest Ú Lander office 307-332-1052 Ú Riverton office 307-856-2192 Ú fcwp@wyoming.com 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Reader: 

    ɞ ɰɼ ɿɻɴɰʂɴɳ ʃɾ ɿʁɴʂɴɽʃ ʃɷɴ ɛʁɴɼɾɽʃ ɘɾʄɽʃʈ ɬɴɴɳ ɰɽɳ ɥɴʂʃ əɸʂʃʁɸɲʃÜʂ 2015 ʈɴɰʁ-end report. The year came with some unique challenges, 

as well as new opportunities.   

         In 2015, Fremont County Weed and Pest continued to offer valuable services to our stakeholders while updating our Special Management 

Program, was challenged with the retirement of our Lander Assistant Supervisor, and added two new invasive plants to our declared species list. 

ɖʂ ɰɻɻɾʆɴɳ ɱʈ ɬʈɾɼɸɽɶ ɻɰʆ, ɛʁɴɼɾɽʃ ɘɾʄɽʃʈÜʂ ɨɿɴɲɸɰɻ ɢɰɽɰɶɴɼɴɽʃ ɥʁɾɶʁɰɼ ɿʁɾʅɸɳɴʂ ɰɳɳɸʃɸɾɽɰɻ ɲɾʂʃ ʂɷɰʁɴʂ ɵɾʁ 

 

ɞɽ ɖɿʁɸɻ, ɡɰɽɳɴʁÜʂ ɖʂʂɸʂʃɰɽʃ ɨʄɿɴʁʅɸʂɾʁ ɩɾɼ ɢɰʂʂɴʈ ʁɴʃɸʁɴɳ ɵʁɾɼ ʃɷɴ əɸʂʃʁɸɲʃ ɰɵʃɴʁ ʂʄɿɴʁʅɸʂɸɽɶ ʂɸɽɲɴ 1999 ɰɽɳ ʆɾʁɺɸɽɶ ʆɸʃɷ ʃɷe District since 

1978. During his time, Tom motivated many crews of weed warriors Ú teaching them about the harm invasive species cause to the economy and 

environment Ú ʆɷɸɻɴ ɿʁɾʅɸɳɸɽɶ ʅɰɻʄɰɱɻɴ ʂɴʁʅɸɲɴʂ ʃɾ ɛʁɴɼɾɽʃ ɘɾʄɽʃʈ. ɞÜɳ ɻɸɺɴ ʃɾ ʃɷɰɽɺ ɩɾɼ ɵɾʁ his dedication to the District and for setting 

an example of effective weed and pest management. 

ɞɽ ɟʄɽɴ, ɛɘɬɥ ɷɸʁɴɳ ɥɰʄɻ ɘɾɷɴɽ ɰʂ ɡɰɽɳɴʁÜʂ ɽɴʆ ɖʂʂɸʂʃɰɽʃ ɨʄɿɴʁʅɸʂɾʁ. ɥɰʄɻÜʂ ɴɳʄɲɰʃɸɾɽ ɸɽ ɧɰɽɶɴɻɰɽɳ ɢɰɽɰɶɴɼɴɽʃ ɵʁɾɼ ʃɷɴ ɪɽɸʅɴʁsity of 

ɬʈɾɼɸɽɶ ɶɸʅɴʂ ɷɸɼ ʃɷɴ ɵɾʄɽɳɰʃɸɾɽ ɵɾʁ ʄɽɳɴʁʂʃɰɽɳɸɽɶ ʃɷɴ ɴɲɾʂʈʂʃɴɼ ɳʈɽɰɼɸɲʂ ʃɷɰʃ ɰʁɴ ɸɼɿɾʁʃɰɽʃ ʃɾ ʆɴɴɳ ɼɰɽɰɶɴɼɴɽʃ. ɥɰʄɻÜʂ ɿʁɴʅɸous experi-

ences with land management and weed management consulting are an asset for the District in both prescribing weed management plans and 

ɲɾɼɼʄɽɸɲɰʃɸɽɶ ʆɸʃɷ ɻɰɽɳɾʆɽɴʁʂ. ɬɴ ɰʁɴ ɻɾɾɺɸɽɶ ɵɾʁʆɰʁɳ ʃɾ ɥɰʄɻÜʂ ɸɽɽɾʅɰʃɸʅɴ ɸɳɴɰʂ ɸɽ ʃɷɴ ʈɴɰʁʂ ʃɾ ɲɾɼɴ.  

State-designated noxious weeds and pests are species that have a statewide impact. Every county Weed and Pest District must have an  

effective program for their management. Counties have the option to declare species with local impacts. Fremont County currently has four  

species declared noxious. In 2015, the county Weed and Pest Board approved a resolution to add two additional species to the county declared 

ɻɸʂʃ: ɱɰɱʈÜʂ ɱʁɴɰʃɷ ɰɽɳ ɲɷɴɰʃɶʁɰʂʂ. ɬɸʃɷ ɬʈɾɼɸɽɶ əɴɿɰʁʃɼɴɽʃ ɾɵ ɖɶʁɸɲʄɻʃʄʁɴ ɰɿɿʁɾʅɰɻ, ʃɷɴ ɰɲʃɸɾɽ ʆɸɻɻ ɶɾ ɸɽʃɾ ɴɵɵɴɲʃ ɸɽ 2016. BabʈÜʂ ɱʁɴɰʃɷ ɸʂ ɰɽ 

escaped ornamental which invades sandy soils and competes for water and resources with desirable plants. Its tumbleweed nature improves its 

spread potential and creates hazards for landowners when dead dried plants drift into shelter belts and fence rows. In Fremont Cɾʄɽʃʈ, ɱɰɱʈÜʂ 

breath is limited to just a few locations and has limited impact: We intend to keep it that way. Cheatgrass poses significantly more management 

challenges. It is likely our most severe and widespread invasive plant in the county, yet much of our landscape is not yet or only moderately  

affected. In addition to decreased grazing value and increased fire hazard, cheatgrass has the potential to change ecosystem structure and  

function. Its effects can be seen firsthand in the Great Basin states of Utah, Nevada and Idaho, where over the past 100 years millions of acres 

have gone from diverse sagebrush steppe to unproductive annual grasslands. Fremont County has thousands of acres infested with cheatgrass, 

however, we still have an opportunity to limit its effect on the landscape. An effective program for cheatgrass in Fremont County will limit the  

effects of cheatgrass and preserve the valuable intact sagebrush steppe habitat found here.  

Thank you for your interest in our programs. This 2015 year-end report highlights our accomplishments and the benefits they provide to the 

county. We continually review our programs to adapt to challenges while also seeking innovative opportunities to improve the services we  

provide. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or want to learn more about Fremont County Weed and Pest.  

             

   Sincerely, 

 

      

   Aaron Foster, supervisor 
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Where we mapped or treated weeds  in 2015. 

Where our crews went in 2015. 

Roadside weed work 

Knapweed control on Green Mountain 

Can you spot the musk thistle in this photo? 



Roadside spraying can be considered the front line in the war on weeds. Roads are major vectors for 

spreading infestations, so treating roadsides helps to prevent weeds from invading other lands around 

the county and beyond. 

Highways & County Roads 

The FCWP highway crew treated annual 

weeds on 1,000 lane-miles of roadsides from 

mid-May to July 1, including bare-ground 

spraying 22,000 delineator posts, in a  

contract with WYDOT.  

From July to September, the road crew  

controlled noxious species within highway  

right-of-ways in a contract with the Wyoming 

Department of Agriculture.  

FCWP crews controlled nearly 2,000 acres of noxious weeds on county 

roads in 2015. Whitetop was the most common species, accounting for 

more than half of the treatments. 

2015 fall and winter work included clearing sagebrush and other  

vegetation from highway right-of-ways with the FCWP skid steer. The crew 

also uses the skid steer to restore riparian areas infested with Russian  

olive and salt cedar on U.S. Bureau of Reclamation lands and other areas.  
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Like roadways, irrigation systems are major vectors for spreading invasive plants. FCWP treats weeds 

along the waterways of the LeClair, BIA and Midvale Irrigation Districts.  

The weed control strategy for the extensive Midvale Irrigation District is to manage annual weeds 

in the spring, then control noxious weeds throughout the summer. FCWP also treated canals that 

had become overgrown with cattails to improve water delivery to users. 

Leafy spurge was detected for the 

first time on the LeClair Irrigation 

District last summer.  

 

Puncturevine is a noxious weed 

of growing concern on  

the Leclair District. 

Irrigation Districts 

A crew uses a pair of UTVs to control noxious weeds  

along the canal systems of the BIA Irrigation District. 

The BIA system is divided into three contract areas: 

Crowheart Water Users Association, Lower BIA and Ray 

Canal Water Users Association.  

Russian knapweed, whitetop and Canada thistle are the 

most common invasive plants on the systems. 
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Spraying for mosquitoes is conducted by 

cities and tribes. Total cost for the Fremont 

County Municipal and Tribal Mosquito 

Abatement Program was $121,780. A grant 

from the Wyoming Department of  

Agriculture paid for $48,851 of the total, 

while five municipalities together contributed 

$55,421, and FCWP provided $17,508. 

Mosquitoes & Grasshoppers 

FCWP monitored mosquito populations from June 3 to  

September 9, trapping roughly 35,000. Of 194 trap nights, 

77 pools of adult Culex tarsalis were tested for West Nile 

virus. Only three of those pools tested positive: two from 

Riverton in July and one from Arapahoe in August.  

FCWP conducts grasshopper field surveys in the spring 

to detect outbreaks and in the summer for the Wyoming  

Department of Agriculture.  

2015 surveys did not yield any  

significant findings. Populations  

have not reached damaging levels  

in Fremont County since 2012.  

FCWP has a long history of success in using biological agents for the control of invasive plants.  

Biological controls are, in most cases, insects which suppress the growth and spread of specific species 

of noxious weeds, either by feeding on them directly or other means.  

Fremont County has more than a dozen types of well established bio-control agents, including the first 

time trial of a natural soil amendment used to suppress cheatgrass. 

ɤɽɴ ɾɵ ɛɘɬɥÜʂ ʂʄɲɲɴʂʂɵʄɻ ɱɸɾ-control programs is the Russian knapweed gall midge, 

Jaapiella ivannikavi. The insect lays its eggs on the growing tip of a plant, galling that 

growing point, which reduces seed production and plant height. 

First released in Fremont County in 2009, Jaapiella is now well established and spreading 

to new areas on its own. FCWP collects hundreds of galls each summer for redistribution 

to other county weed and pest districts and to establish new sites within Fremont County. 

Damage from Russian knapweed gall wasp 

Aerial release for cheatgrass control 

Red-headed leafy spurge stem borer 

Oberea erythrocephala  


